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ILARI LAAKSO
ARTISTIC RÉSUMÉ 
Ilari Laakso (born 1952) has made his career mainly as a director of music schools, Tampere Conservatoire and Tampere Music Academy. He left his administrational work 2013 and started 
to work as full time composer. 

Although during 35 years most of his time was used on administrational and pedagogical dutys, 
Ilari Laakso has been member of Finnish Composer Society since year 1984 (member of board since 2014) and composing during all those years. 
His music consists mainly from solo works for different instruments, chamber music and songs, 
but he has composed also cello concerto and works for symphony orchestra. His music has been performed in  Finland, Austria, Benin (Africa), England, Spain, Italy, Scotland, Denmark, Ukraine, Hungary, Russia and Estonia. 
Some of his works has been recorded for CD:s (Cello concerto, IM for piano, Oshumare for contrabass and percussion), for DVD (Introduction to Ultra Brass, Introduction to Chamber Orchestra, Introduction to Percussion Ensemble) and for Finnish Radio Company.

Ilari Laakso`s music has been performed by different orchestras and ensembles:
Lithuanian Chamber Orchestra/cond. Saulus Sondeckis, Ukraine Radio Symphony Orchestra/cond. Jaana Haanterä, Tampere Conservatoire Symphony Orchestra/cond. Tuomas Pirilä, Riihimäki City Orchestra/cond. by Osmo Vänskä, Tampere Conservatoire Chamber Orchestra/cond. by Ari Angervo, Tampere Music Academy Symphony Orchestra/cond. by Ari Angervo, Ultra Brass/cond. by Juha Untala, Tampere Music Academy Percussion Ensemble, In Time Quintet, Chilingirian String Quartet, New Helsinki String Quartet, Tom Tom Duo (Juha Pesonen, Keijo Puumalainen), Duo da Chiesa (Andrea Kuypers, Philip Sawyer)
and by different instrumentalists:
Matti Hannula, Mia Huhta, Jaana Mäntynen, Ulla Raiskio, Margit Tuokko (voice), Anna Laakso, Kirmo Lintinen, Jyrki Lähteenmäki, Tuomas Mali, Liisa Pohjola, Martti Rautio, José Ribera (piano), Markku Mäkinen, Kadri Ploompuu (org), Maija Linkola, Eeva Oksala, Paavo Pohjola (vl), Marcel Bergman, Domenico Ermirio, Joel Laakso, Lauri Voipio (vlc), Juha Pesonen, Oskari Hänninen, Nina Langer (cb), István Matuz, Mikael Helasvuo, Matteo del Monte, Annaleena Planman, Oksana Sinkova (fl), Pekka Ahonen (cl), Otto Virtanen (fag), Eva Alkula, Eija Kankaanranta (kantele), Kai Nieminen (guit)

In his music Ilari Laakso is sometimes mentioned to be a postmodernist. It is also said that he is building a bridge between the modernism and the past of western music. Laakso tells that he is endlessly inspired by the universe of one single tune (sound) and he is consciously trying to avoid complexity in his music. “The world in itself is complex enough. The aim of the composer is to bring some clarity to it – whenever it`s possible.” (www.musicfinland.fi)
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